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SUBJECT: TALKING POINTS FOR AMBASSADOR SPIERS TO USE WITH 
TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT, BRUSSELS, MAY 24, 1978 

PASS AMBASSADOR SPIERS 

1 . FOLLOWING APPROVED TALKING POINTS ARE ALMOST IDENTICAL TO 
ATTACHMENT TO ACTION MEMORANDUM PROVIDED TO SPIERS MAY 23. 
CONCEPT OF A MEETING BETWEEN ECEVIT, DENKTASH AND 
KYPRIANOU MAY ALSO BE INFORMALLY EXPLORED IF OPPORTUNITY 
ARISES. FYI: ONLY CHANGE IS SECOND TICK ON LEGISLATIVE 
TACTICS. 
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BEGIN TEXT. 

- SECRETARY VANCE ASKED ME TO COME MEET WITH YOU TO GIVE 
YOU HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN WASHINGTON. 

- THE SECRETARY FEELS, AND MY LIMITED CONVERSATIONS IN 
WASHINGTON OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS HAVE CONFIRMED, THAT 
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THE FIGHT FOR CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL OF REPEAL OF THE 
TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO CAN BE WON. THE PRESIDENT AND HIS 
ENTIRE ADMINISTRATION ARE DETERMINED TO PURSUE THE MATTER 
TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION AND TO USE ALL ITS RESOURCES 
IN THE SERVICE OF THIS OBJECTIVE. WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
FLOOR ACTION WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SECOND 
HALF OF JUNE. 

- THERE ARE A NUMBER OF HOUSE MEMBERS AND SENATORS OF 
BOTH PARTIES WHO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF TURKEY AND 
ARE WORKING TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

- HOWEVER, I MUST BE FRANK IN SAYING THAT WHAT YOU SAY 
OVER THE NEXT TEN DAYS IN BRUSSELS, WASHINGTON, AND 

NEW YORK COULD WELL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUCCESS 
AND FAILURE. YOU WILL, OF COURSE, HAVE TO DECIDE YOURSELF 
ON WHAT PUBLIC LINE TO TAKE, BUT THE SECRETARY HOPES VERY 
MUCH THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO STRESS THE FOLLOWING THEMES: 

A. YOUR BELIEF IN A STRONG NATO IN WHICH TURKEY AND 
ALL OF THE MEMBERS ARE PLAYING A FULL AND ACTIVE ROLE. 
(SOME CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORTERS OF EMBARGO REPEAL HAVE 
GOTTEN THE IMPRESSION THAT TURKEY MAY, TO A LIMITED 
EXTENT, BE WRITING OFF NATO. SUCH DENIGRATION OF THE 
ALLIANCE COULD HAVE A MOST UNFORTUNATE EFFECT SINCE IT 
WOULD UNDERMINE A KEY ADMINISTRATION ARGUMENT THAT OUR 
PROGRAM WILL HELP RESTORE THE NATO SOUTHERN FLANK.) 
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B. WE HOPE YOU WILL ALSO STRESS YOUR INTEREST IN AN 
IMPROVED AND REVITALIZED BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. SIMILARLY, WE WOULD RECOMMEND STRESSING 
YOUR DESIRE TO ACHIEVE BOTH A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT AND 
RESOLUTION OF TURK-GREEK ISSUES AND WHY YOU FEEL LIFTING 
THE EMBARGO WOULD BE HELPFUL IN THESE OBJECTIVES. 

C. WE HAVE BEEN FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT YOU AND 
DENKTASH HAVE BEEN SAYING ABOUT TURKISH FLEXIBILITY ON 
CYPRUS. ON MAY 23 THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SPOKESMAN 
MADE SOME POSITIVE COMMENTS ALONG THESE LINES. IT WOULD 
BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IF WHILE IN THE U.S. YOU COULD 
EMPHASIZE THE FLEXIBILITY IN THE DENKTASH STATEMENT AND 
INDICATE TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE YOUR DESIRE TO SEE REAL 
MOVEMENT ON VAROSHA, A REOPENING OF NICOSIA AIRPORT, 
PERHAPS ADDITIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS, OR EQUIVALENT SUB- 
STANTIVE, DRAMATIC GESTURES YOU FEEL ARE FEASIBLE. 

- YOU ARE WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS THE MOST ELOQUENT SPOKES- 
MAN TURKEY HAS. YOUR EXPOSITION OF TURKISH HOPES AND 
DREAMS SHOULD RECEIVE A RESPONSIVE HEARING IN YOUR 
SEVERAL PUBLIC APPEARANCES IN THE UNITED STATES. OUR 
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COMING TO YOU WITH THESE SUGGESTIONS IS INTENDED TO HELP 
ACHIEVE OUR COMMON OBJECTIVES. 

- I KNOW FROM MY CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER IS VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU FOR 
A THOROUGH DISCUSSION OF THESE MATTERS. END TEXT CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT: TALKING POINTS FOR AMBASSADOR SPIERS TO USE WITH 
TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT, BRUSSELS, MAY 24, 1978 

PASS AMBASSADOR SPIERS 

1 . FOLLOWING APPROVED TALKING POINTS ARE ALMOST IDENTICAL TO 
ATTACHMENT TO ACTION MEMORANDUM PROVIDED TO SPIERS MAY 23. 
CONCEPT OF A MEETING BETWEEN ECEVIT, DENKTASH AND 
KYPRIANOU MAY ALSO BE INFORMALLY EXPLORED IF OPPORTUNITY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ARISES. FYI: ONLY CHANGE IS SECOND TICK ON LEGISLATIVE 
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TACTICS. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

- SECRETARY VANCE ASKED ME TO COME MEET WITH YOU TO GIVE 
YOU HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN WASHINGTON. 

- THE SECRETARY FEELS, AND MY LIMITED CONVERSATIONS IN 
WASHINGTON OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS HAVE CONFIRMED. THAT 
THE FIGHT FOR CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL OF REPEAL OF THE 
TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO CAN BE WON. THE PRESIDENT AND HIS 
ENTIRE ADMINISTRATION ARE DETERMINED TO PURSUE THE MATTER 
TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION AND TO USE ALL ITS RESOURCES 

IN THE SERVICE OF THIS OBJECTIVE. WE ANTICIPATE THAT 
FLOOR ACTION WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SECOND 
HALF OF JUNE. 

- THERE ARE A NUMBER OF HOUSE MEMBERS AND SENATORS OF 
BOTH PARTIES WHO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF TURKEY AND 
ARE WORKING TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

- HOWEVER, I MUST BE FRANK IN SAYING THAT WHAT YOU SAY 
OVER THE NEXT TEN DAYS IN BRUSSELS. WASHINGTON, AND 

NEW YORK COULD WELL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUCCESS 
AND FAILURE. YOU WILL, OF COURSE, HAVE TO DECIDE YOURSELF 
ON WHAT PUBLIC LINE TO TAKE, BUT THE SECRETARY HOPES VERY 
MUCH THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO STRESS THE FOLLOWING THEMES: 

A. YOUR BELIEF IN A STRONG NATO IN WHICH TURKEY AND 
ALL OF THE MEMBERS ARE PLAYING A FULL AND ACTIVE ROLE. 
(SOME CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORTERS OF EMBARGO REPEAL HAVE 
GOTTEN THE IMPRESSION THAT TURKEY MAY, TO A LIMITED 
EXTENT, BE WRITING OFF NATO. SUCH DENIGRATION OF THE 
ALLIANCE COULD HAVE A MOST UNFORTUNATE EFFECT SINCE IT 
WOULD UNDERMINE A KEY ADMINISTRATION ARGUMENT THAT OUR 
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PROGRAM WILL HELP RESTORE THE NATO SOUTHERN FLANK.) 

B. WE HOPE YOU WILL ALSO STRESS YOUR INTEREST IN AN 
IMPROVED AND REVITALIZED BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. SIMILARLY, WE WOULD RECOMMEND STRESSING 
YOUR DESIRE TO ACHIEVE BOTH A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT AND 
RESOLUTION OF TURK-GREEK ISSUES AND WHY YOU FEEL LIFTING 
THE EMBARGO WOULD BE HELPFUL IN THESE OBJECTIVES. 
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C. WE HAVE BEEN FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT YOU AND 
DENKTASH HAVE BEEN SAYING ABOUT TURKISH FLEXIBILITY ON 
CYPRUS. ON MAY 23 THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SPOKESMAN 
MADE SOME POSITIVE COMMENTS ALONG THESE LINES. IT WOULD 
BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IF WHILE IN THE U.S. YOU COULD 
EMPHASIZE THE FLEXIBILITY IN THE DENKTASH STATEMENT AND 
INDICATE TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE YOUR DESIRE TO SEE REAL 
MOVEMENT ON VAROSHA, A REOPENING OF NICOSIA AIRPORT, 
PERHAPS ADDITIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS, OR EQUIVALENT SUB- 
STANTIVE, DRAMATIC GESTURES YOU FEEL ARE FEASIBLE. 

- YOU ARE WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS THE MOST ELOQUENT SPOKES- 
MAN TURKEY HAS. YOUR EXPOSITION OF TURKISH HOPES AND 
DREAMS SHOULD RECEIVE A RESPONSIVE HEARING IN YOUR 
SEVERAL PUBLIC APPEARANCES IN THE UNITED STATES. OUR 
COMING TO YOU WITH THESE SUGGESTIONS IS INTENDED TO HELP 
ACHIEVE OUR COMMON OBJECTIVES. 

- I KNOW FROM MY CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER IS VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU FOR 
A THOROUGH DISCUSSION OF THESE MATTERS. END TEXT XT. 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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